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FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON FROM PICKERING 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, EG, JO, XF 

SUBJECT: JORDANIAN TREATMENT OF SADAT VISIT 

REF: A) AMMAN 8584, B) CAIRO 19344, C) STATE 278237, 

D) STATE 278168 

1 . 1 SPOKE WITH HUSSEIN ON THE TELEPHONE AT NOON 
NOVEMBER 20 AND HE ASKED TO SEE ME IMMEDIATELY. 

MOST OF OUR CONVERSATION COVERED HIS CONCERNS ABOUT 
SADAT'S ACTIONS AND WILL BE REPORTED SEPTEL. 

2. HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD WORKED HARD ON TRYING 
TO PRODUCE A POSITIVE STATEMENT ON WHAT SADAT HAS 
DONE, AS PERSONALLY PAINFUL AS HE FINDS SADAT'S 
ACTIONS. HE SAID THAT HE WILL BE TELEPHONING ASAD 
SHORTLY (HE PUT IN THE CALL AS I LEFT) TO GIVE FEAST 
GREETINGS AND THAT HE EXPECTS TO GET A TONGUE LASHING 

FOR HIS STATEMENT, WHICH LASHING HE SAID HE IS READY TO RETURN. 

HE KNOWS THAT WHAT JORDAN HAS PRODUCED IS NO RINGING 
ENDORSEMENT OF SADAT, BUT HE ASKED US TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT HALF HIS COUNTRY ARE REFUGEES, THAT FEELINGS ARE 
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HIGH, AND THAT HE WILL DO ALL HE CAN TO KEEP THINGS 
UNDER CONTROL. 

3. WHILE YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT GOJ STATEMENT WAS 
DAMNING WITH FAINT PRAISE, MY SWISS COLLEAGUE HERE 
SAYS IT IS THE OPPOSITE-"PRAISING WITH 

FAINT NEGATION”, I HOPE WE CAN LEAVE TO THE HISTORIANS 
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A FURTHER EXEGESIS ON THIS POINT. I DO NOT 

BELIEVE THAT FOR THE NEXT FEW DAYS, UNTIL THE RESULTS OF THE 
VISIT BECOME CLEARER, GOI WILL BE BACK IN PRINT. 

4. ON THE AD DUSTOUR STORY, KING HAS TOLD ME OF 
HIS PERSONAL REGRETS. HE SAID HE ASKED GOVERNMENT 
TO KEEP THE LID ON BEFORE HE LEFT FOR OMAN, AND 
THAT THEY SAW THE EDITORS ONCE A DAY AND INDEED 

HAD ANOTHER TOUGH SESSIO WITH THE PRESS LAST NIGHT. AT THIS 

POINT. FEELING IS SO HIGH THAT HE CANNOT EXCLUDE 

MORE PETITIONS, STATEMENTS AND EDITORIALS, BUT HE 

WILL CONTINUE TO DO ALL HE CAN. HE REMINDED ME 

GENTLY THAT IT IS THE U.S.S. WHICH IS IN THE FOREFRONT 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONERNS, THAT HE HAS TRIED TO 

DEVELOP A RESPONSIBLE PRESS OVER THE LAST FEW 

YEARS, AND THAT THE ONLY REAL SANCTION HE HAD WAS 

TO CLOSE DOWN THE PAPERS AND THERE WERE ALREADY TOO 

FEW PAPERS IN JORDAN TO DO VERY MUCH OF THAT. 

5. COMMENT: KING UNDERSTANDS OUR POINT. IN 

TURN HE ASKS US TO UNDERSTAND THE DEPTH OF FEELING 
IN JORDAN, AND HIS OWN EFFORTS TO KEEP THINGS UNDER 
CONTROL. END COMMENT 

6. ON LIBYA, I RAISED WITH HIM AT THE END OF OUR 
TALK WHERE MATTERS STAND. HE SAID QADDHAFI HAD 
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NEVER HAD MUCH LOVE FOR JORDAN. AND WITH JORDAN S 
STATEMENT LAST NIGHT ON SADAT HE EXPECTED THE 
SITUATION WOULD GET WORSE. QADDHAFI HAD 
SENT HIM A HYSTERICAL MESSAGE NOVEMBER 19 CALLING 
HIM "MY TWIN BROTHER." ON THE MILITARY TRAINING 
SIDE, THE DECISION IS IN ABEYANCE; HE WANTED TO 
LET THINGS COOL FOR A WHILE AND THEN WOULD SEE 
WHETHER OR NOT TO GO AHEAD. HE ALSO NOTED WITH 
TOUCH OF HUMOR THAT GOJ HAD INTERCEPTED LIBYAN 
DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE YESTERDAY ORDERING THE AMBASSADOR 
TO HOLD A PUBLIC BURNING OF THE EGYPTIAN FLAG WHICH 
HE THOUGHT WAS THE FLAG OF THE STILLBORN EGYPTIAN, 

SYRIAN, LIBYAN UNION. 

PICKERING 
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